Pemphigus vulgaris after coxsackievirus infection and cephalosporin treatment: a paraviral eruption?
Pemphigus is an autoimmune disease that results from the interaction between predisposing genetic factors and exogenous agents, mainly drugs and viruses. Herein we report the case of a 66-year-old woman referred to our department for the onset of painful oral erosions and bullous lesions on the torso. Clinical, laboratory and histopathological investigations led to the diagnosis of pemphigus vulgaris. Two weeks before the outbreak of the lesions, the patient had suffered from a viral pharyngitis, subsequently diagnosed as herpangina, and had been taking an oral cephalosporin (cefixime) for 1 week to prevent possible bacterial complications. A relationship between the onset of pemphigus and coxsackievirus infection or cefixime administration or both was supposed. The case may represent a peculiar paraviral eruption, where a predisposing pemphigus-prone genetic background paved the way for the acantholytic autoimmune disorder as a consequence of the combined effect of the coxsackievirus infection and the cephalosporin treatment.